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Sunday Schedule: 
Office Hours:

Worship at 8:00 am, 9:45 am & 11:30 am 
Monday through Friday 

Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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                Contemporary Worship Service 
Time Change!
Beginning Sunday, Nov. 7

11:30 am – 12:30 pm

Join us for worship in the       fellowship hall!
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
KICK OFF –

November 21, 2010
Adopt-a-family is designed to provide and deliver Christmas (clothing items and toys) for foster families in our community.  Gift tags are hanging on the Christmas tree in the parlor.  Each gift purchased should be returned unwrapped to the church by Sunday, December 12th.  PLEASE keep the tag with the gift!  All the gifts are then wrapped and delivered – given in the name of Jesus.  

If you would like to help deliver gifts, please contact Traci Massar (463-4082 after 6 p.m.)  This is a wonderful family activity.

To support Adopt-a-Family with a monetary donation, write “Adopt-a-Family” on the memo line of your check.
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I am returning to Haiti in February 2011.  But I need your support to make this possible, both financially and prayerfully.  The total cost of the trip is $1,800 per team member.  This includes airfare, luggage handling fees (each team member carries 100 lbs of Haitian supplies), interpreter costs, transportation while in Haiti, food and lodging, Bible School materials, project costs ($350 per team member), insurance, and other misc. costs. 
Financially, I am going to need help with about $1,200 of the trip costs, and I am going to have a couple of dinners to raise money.  

November 7th 

Chili and Grilled Cheese Sandwiches

5:00 to 6:30 pm.

If you cannot attend a dinner, but would like to make a donation, you can make your check payable to the church and put Haiti trip 2011 in your memo line.  

Thank you again for your support – 

Marlea Ragsdale

[image: image34.png]Answer: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with
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Sunday, November 7!
[image: image15.wmf]Operation Christmas Child Project 

There is still time for you and your family to find a shoe box, wrap it (lid wrapped separately) and pack it full of items for a boy or girl whose young life has been marred by tragedy and hardship.  First, you will need to pick up an Operation Christmas Child brochure for gift suggestions and complete directions, including a “Boy” or “Girl” label with an age category checked. Unwrapped clear plastic shoe boxes can also be used. Every box must include $7 to cover shipping.  Last year, volunteers for Samaritan’s Purse packed, shipped, and delivered over 8 million shoe boxes to needy children all over the world---all in the name of Jesus Christ!  Please return your filled shoe boxes or individual gift items to the collection area in the church parlor by Sunday, November 14!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE  
Why not leave the cooking to someone else once a week, socialize with friends during supper, and know that the children are properly supervised in the ARK…and it happens every Wednesday night   Dinner is served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  The Cherub choir rehearses at 6:00 p.m. and the Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:00 p.m.  Childcare is available all evening.
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DIVORCED ? 

SEPARATED? 

FIND HELP AT DIVORCECARE

DivorceCare is a special 13 week seminar and support group for people who are separated or divorced.  This group meets on Wednesday’s from 6-8 pm.  For more information call the office 
(463-4305). 
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Meets Sunday’s at 4 pm

in the Conference Room

For more information or to join, 

see Renee Hahn
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AUMC Endowment Fund (November 7, 2010)
Gifts to this fund will go directly to the Endowment of our church.  Because this fund surpassed $200,000 in 2007 (now valued at about $300,000), 80% of the interest earned each year will be available to fund exciting ministries.  Donations made to this fund (principal) will never be spent, which means that any gift to our endowment will continue to make a difference – forever!  Only the interest from this fund will be distributed each year.
REAPING THE BENEFITS
A young pastor was visiting an elderly woman who had no known relatives.  He asked her to remember the church in her will.

“Why should I?” the woman answered quickly. “What has the church ever done for me?”

After pondering the encounter later, the pastor concluded: The real question is “What has God done for you?” He has given you life and this glorious world. It’s at church where you’re most likely to learn about God and his will for your life.  Corporate worship offers encouragement, guidance and fellowship.

Through outreach efforts, schools and hospitals, the church has a worldwide ministry, doing what you alone cannot do. The church proclaims God’s good news, truth, peace and justice throughout the world.  God, through the church, does all these things for you.
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On Sunday, November 7th, we will be having a special presentation of bells in honor of those who have passed away during this last year.  If you would like to place a bell on our banner in memory of someone, call the church office (463-4305) with the information. 

“Not what we say about our blessings, 
but how we use them, is the true measure 
of our thanksgiving.”
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The Evangelism Committee has purchased several new and slightly used Bibles and Study Bibles.  They are available for you or for anyone you know who would like to have a newer translation, or have a study Bible.  There is no charge for these Bibles!  We believe one of the most important tools for living as faithful Christians today is to have a Bible that we can easily read and understand.  The New International Version (NIV) and the New Living Translation (NLT) are two translations that present God’s word in a clear and concise manner.

The Bibles are located in the bookcase in the parlor.  An envelope and brief message is provided with each Bible in case the recipient would like to make a donation to help offset the cost of providing more Bibles for others.

PLEASE TAKE A BIBLE FOR YOURSELF OR A FRIEND AND DIG INTO GOD’S WORD!
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WORKERS NEEDED

Community Café is in need of workers to help each week.  Regardless of whether you can work every week, or only 1 week/month, please contact Shirley Smith  (463-1421) and let her know of your availability!  Thank you in advance!  

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
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Let’s not forget Salvation Army and those families they give assistance to during this holiday season.   All donations are greatly appreciated.
GRATITUDE

Be grateful for the kindly friends that walk along your way;
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Be grateful for the skies of blue that smile from day to day;

Be grateful for the health you own, the work you find to do,

For round about you there are souls less fortunate than you.

                                                        ~Edgar A. Guest 
PLAN AHEAD . . .
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HEIFER MARKETPLACE
Visit our parlor for the 2010 "Heifer Marketplace" on Sunday, December 5th.   There will be tables available in the parlor to share information on this worthwhile project, and allow you the opportunity to purchase a living gift for friends and family.  Heifer Project Living Gifts are a great way to Christmas shop for friends and family while helping those in our world who are less fortunate.  To participate, you "buy" shares of animals that are given to impoverished rural families around the world.  These animals, such as chicks, bees, fish, rabbits, pigs, goats, sheep, water buffalo, llamas and heifers, provide food and income for the families for years to come.  When you honor friends and family with your purchase of these "Living Gift Shares," they will receive an attractive card explaining the gift given in their name.  "Living Gifts" are a unique alternative to commercial gifts which may not be needed, or can be given in addition to traditional gifts.  Plan now to participate in this meaningful mission outreach of our church. 
Heifer Project International is an on-going solution to solve hunger throughout the world.
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They went to church that day in Plymouth town,

To thank God his goodness.

For they had known hunger, pain and want, 

Gone thinly clad

Through iron winter, thrown the gauntlet down

To death himself, and let him take his toll,

And now they had won through . . .

And so they prayed

Their word of thanks, and stood up unafraid

And faced the future with undaunted soul.

                                                      ~ Bruce Catton
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“PRAYERS & SQUARES” QUILT GROUP

If you would like to request a prayer quilt, please contact Julia Rice at 463-3814. 

“Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt that was recently given to me by Kelly Masley.  Words cannot express how touched I was by this gift.

I so much appreciate all the prayers that are being said on my behalf.

I will never forget the kindness shown to me.

                                                       Thank you again,

                                                              Ellen Wertz”

“A Note of Thanks . . . 
Just a note to let you know how much your thoughtfulness is appreciated.

Thank you very much for the beautiful lap robe.  Bob will really make good use of it.  

May God bless all who worked hard on making it.  We do have a wonderful God and wonderful folks.

                                                            Alice Fisher”

                                                   (Bob Fisher’s wife)
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Denise Bawtinheimer, Tom & Tracey Birdsall, Wilma Brown, Kimberly Day, Tony Emery, Rev. Chuck Grauer, Gordon Holbein, Zoe Hedrick and family, John Lang, Stephanie Lion, Joyce Marcy, Kali Pung, Joy Roberson, Tori Rogers, Doris Snell, Rev. David Yoh, Bud Zerbe, Madalin & Joe Zigray.
[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]D
N h 3
VETERANS DAY




“Veterans Day gives Americans the opportunity to celebrate the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. veterans. However, most Americans confuse this holiday with Memorial Day, reports the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, was originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor the end of World War I, which officially took place on November 11, 1918. In legislation that was passed in 1938, November 11 was "dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be hereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As such, this new legal holiday honored World War I veterans.
The difference between Veterans Day and Memorial Day

Memorial Day honors service members who died in service to their country or as a result of injuries incurred during battle. Deceased veterans are also remembered on Veterans Day but the day is set aside to thank and honor living veterans who served honorably in the military - in wartime or peacetime.

President Eisenhower’s letter to Harvey V. Higley, Administrator of Veterans' Affairs, designating him Chairman, Veterans Day National Committee

The White House Office
October 8, 1954 
Dear Mr. Higley: 
I have today signed a proclamation calling upon all of our citizens to observe Thursday, November 11, 1954 as Veterans Day. It is my earnest hope that all veterans, their organizations, and the entire citizenry will join hands to insure proper and widespread observance of this day. With the thought that it will be most helpful to coordinate the planning, I am suggesting the formation of a Veterans Day National Committee. In view of your great personal interest as well as your official responsibilities, I have designated you to serve as Chairman. You may include in the Committee membership such other persons as you desire to select and I am requesting the heads of all departments and agencies of the Executive branch to assist the Committee in its work in every way possible. 
I have every confidence that our Nation will respond wholeheartedly in the appropriate observance of Veterans Day, 1954. 
                                                                 Sincerely, 
                                 DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER”
(Information from military.com)
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The 2010 CROP Walk was a big success!  The goal for Gratiot County was $20,000 and the grand total raised was over $19,000!  Our church was represented by 6 walkers and with a total of $1,644.00 received from AUMC, we came in 3rd in the county per total church giving!!!  

Thanks again to each of you who contributed in any way.

                                                            Shirley Smith
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This week we began to experiment with sending church correspondence by email vs. the USPS to save on costs.  However, for many of you we don’t have your email address (  Would you consider calling the office (463-4305) and sharing this information with us?  We will be using this for church correspondence only and not be giving it to other companies.  
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The AUMC Youth will be raking leaves for folks in the church who are unable to take care of this task on Sunday, November 7.  Please call ahead to the church office (463-4305) to get your name on the list.
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“Thank you for your support during Fred’s illness and passing.  All of your cards, kind words, hugs and your presence at the funeral mean so much.  

Thank you to the ladies who worked on the luncheon and all the volunteers who furnished salads and desserts.

God’s love and peace to you all.

                                                                   Kay”

[image: image6.png]When you set your table this Thanks-
giving, use these homemade name cards
with a special message for each guest.

What you need:

* Index cards, any size (one
per person)

* Markers

* Fall stickers (optional)

» Fall foam shapes (optional)

What you do:

1. List everyone who will be at
your Thanksgiving dinner.

2. Fold each index card in
half so it can stand.

3. On one side of each card,
write a person’s name.

4. Decorate around each
name with markers,
stickers or foam shapes.

5. On the blank side of each
card, write a different Bible
verse about blessings or
giving thanks. Suggestions
include 1 Chronicles 16:34;
1 Chronicles 29:13; Psalm
107:8; Psalm 118:21, 28; or
1 Thessalonians 5:18.

6. Another idea is to write
one or more words from
one verse on each person’s
card (depending on the
number of guests and
words). You can write the
verse in order and have
people read around the
table, or you can mix up
the words so guests have
to put them in the correct
order. (Remember to list
the Scripture reference.)
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SING TO THE LORD ALL THE EARTH

The Chancel Choir sings regularly at our 10:15 a.m. Sunday worship service and for special services during the holidays.  We welcome singers of all experience levels.  We sing, we learn, and we grow together musically and spiritually.  Participation in this choir is a unique opportunity for music ministry, fun & fellowship.

Chancel Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the church music room. Childcare will be available.  For more information contact Renee Hahn. Email:  renee@almaumc.com or cell phone 620-4317.

MUSIC MINISTRY

SINGERS OF ALL AGES… You are invited to be a part of our Choir.  If you like to sing (or even make a joyful noise…) then there is a place for you!

Children's Worship Choir (K - 5th grade)

Part of the Sunday School Schedule (10 - 11am)

Chancel Choir (High School - Adult)

Meets each Wednesday in the choir room from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Childcare is available with advance notice.
Methodist Musicians (Jr. High – Adult)

Play an instrument?  Then you’re invited to play with us!  Anyone with a couple years experience is welcome. We play for the special Sundays during the year: Thanksgiving, Christmas Sunday, Christmas Eve, Palm Sunday, Easter, and a few others as desired.  Contact Renee Hahn for more information! 

Renee Hahn,

Worship Leader, Choir and Ensemble Director

Cell:(989)620-4317 or email: renee@almaumc.com 

AUMC YOUTH SCHEDULE

Sunday, Nov.7
Youth Service Project
Bring a rake (if you have one) and gather at the church at 2 pm.  
Sun., Nov. 21
   4-6 pm
  Reg. mtg.
For more information contact Eric Huff 
(763-3852) or Mark Hahn (620-4316)
COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
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If you would like to honor a loved one by providing flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at 463-4305.
Another way to remember or honor your loved one is to help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa.  Our congregation has been supporting this vital mission ministry for a few years.  Call the church office (463-4305) and tell us of your choice. The cost is $15.00 per Sunday. The name(s) of the ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in the bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES

Wed. noon:  All items for the (weekly) Messenger and Bulletin.

the 15thof month: Deadline for all items for

the (monthly) Ambassador.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  If you have needs outside this schedule please feel free to call the parsonage at 463-1485 or contact Pastor Phil Friedrick directly at 763-0900.

LET US KNOW
If you or someone you know is ill, hospitalized, in crisis, or in need of pastoral care of any kind, please notify either the church office at 463-4305 or Pastor Phil at 463-1485.

USED INK CARTRIDGES

Did you know that if you bring your used ink cartridge to the church and put them in the specially marked box in the front narthex, Youth for Christ can turn them in for recycling and use the money towards their youth programs?!!  This is certainly a way we can all help with Youth for Christ!  
TV CHANNEL 3 SCHEDULE 

AUMC has begun video-taping of the service on Sunday mornings.  The following is a schedule of the days you can watch it the following week.

· Sunday’s @ 1:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

· Tuesday’s @ 7 p.m.

· Thursday’s 4:00 a.m.
· Friday’s @ 9:00 p.m.

SPECIAL DATES           
November     
Nov. 7
All Saints Day 

Daylight Saving Time ends!

Nov. 11
Veterans Day
Nov. 25
Thanksgiving 



Day; office closed 



Count Your Blessings!

Nov. 26
Thanksgiving holiday;

office closed

December  
Dec. 5

Heifer 
Dec. 9

Forever Young 



Luncheon

Dec. 12
Adopt-a- Family; 



Last day to drop off gift items

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve services

Dec. 25
Christmas Day; 

Office Closed through Jan. 2

November 
Nov. 3

Anna Lippert 
Nov. 23
Richard Stuckey
Nov. 25
Mary Grace
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

November

November 7   24th Sunday after Pentecost
Haggai 1:15b-2:9;  Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
(UMH 857);  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17;  
Luke 20:27-38
November 14   25th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 65:17-25;  Isaiah 12 or Psalm 118

(UMH 839);  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
November 21   Last Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:1-6;  Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208); Colossians 1:11-20;  Luke 23:33-43
November 28   1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5;  Psalm 122 (UMH 845);  
Romans 13:11-14;   Matthew 24:36-44
December
December 5   2nd  Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10;  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795);  
Romans 15:4-13;  Matthew 3:1-12
December 12   3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10;  Luke 1:47-55(UMH 199);  
James 5:7-10;  Matthew 11:2-11
December 19   4th Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16;  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801); Romans 1:1-7;  Matthew 1:18-25
December 26   1st Sunday after Christmas Day
Isaiah 63:7-9;  Psalm 148 (UMH 861);  
Hebrews 2:10-18;   Matthew 2:13-23
HELP WANTED:  Ushers & Fellowship Hostess Please check your schedules and see which of these dates you’re going to be home.  Then contact Pat Grant (463-3482)  and tell her “I’m available!”  Thank you for being willing to serve God in this area!
	Date
	Ushers
	Fellowship Host

	Nov. 7
	
	

	Nov. 14
	
	

	Nov. 21
	
	

	Nov. 28
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