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Sunday Schedule: 
Office Hours:

Worship at 8:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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GREAT LAKES LOONS 

August 1, 2010

Leave church parking lot @ 12:30 p.m. ~ tailgate party @ 1:30 p.m. and game is at 3:00 p.m.  Bring a dish to pass; hot dogs and hamburgers provided!    For more information contact Mark Hahn.
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Wednesday, August 25th 

 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm                         $10.00 per dinner
The annual summer steak dinner hosted by the UMM is coming this summer!  Meal includes steak, baked potato, corn-on-the-cob, coleslaw, fresh vegetables, drink and dessert.  The profits will be used for the Methodist Men’s mission projects.

Watch for tickets to be available in early August!

[image: image15.png]


The Chancel Choir sings regularly at our 10:15 a.m. Sunday worship service and for special services during the holidays.  We welcome singers of all experience levels.  We sing, we learn, and we grow together musically and spiritually.  Participation in this choir is a unique opportunity for music ministry, fun & fellowship.

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday Aug. 26 at 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. in the church music room. Childcare will be available.  For more information contact Renee Hahn. Email:  renee@almaumc.com or cell phone 620-4317.

UMW NEWS

We will not have our monthly luncheon during the month of August.  Our first one beginning in the fall will be on Sept. 13.  Be sure to mark that date on your calendar!

Plan ahead…

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2010 ~ Annual Calendar 

                                                    Dinner
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2010 ~     Forever Young 

                                                 Luncheon

Don’t forget to continue saving: pop tabs, UPC symbols, all Spartan, Campbell’s and Pepperidge Farm product labels!

[image: image16.wmf]Baby Bottle Boomerang Update   
Thank you for supporting the many programs of Pregnancy Services of Gratiot County by returning your baby bottles containing coins, bills and checks.   Our congregation has generously collected $580.50 so far!  If you still have a bottle at home, please return it to the church office or collection basket in the parlor as soon as possible.         

                              --Julie Armstrong, fund drive liaison
Thank You from all of us at Pregnancy Services!

“Dear Church Family,

Thank you for your support with our Baby Bottle Boomerang.  This fundraiser is vital to the life saving work of our mission and your support is always appreciated.

Over 800 bottles were given out this year, which is our largest order ever so we wait with anticipation to see how we will finish for 2010. 

Once again, thank you for the support that makes it possible for us to be here for those in crisis.  God bless you and all the work you do for his kingdom. 

                                                        In His Service,

                          Kelly Bennett, Executive Director”

It is not the will of your father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish.  (Matt. 18:14, NASR)
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Labor Day Weekend 

at 

Lakeview Campground

If you can’t spend the whole weekend, 

come spend the day on Sunday, Sept. 5th!

Swim, go for a boat or paddleboat ride, or just plain relax in the sun.  Potluck dinner @ 5:30 p.m.  at our church campsite.

Directions:  M-46 W to Hillman Rd. North on Hillman to Cutler Rd. Campground on the right side.  Go to the stop sign inside the campground.  Our campsites are across from the pavilion and the camp office. Contact Renee Hahn for more information.  (989)620-4317

SUMMER CAMPS

Following is a list of students from our church who have participated in camps offered through our local church and church conference.  A big thank you to each person who had a part in any way that allowed these young people to attend something that is spiritually rewarding in a fun setting!

Work Camp-Racine, WI

Matt Friedrick
                  Morgan Francis

Sean Griffin                                        Kyle Hahn

Ethan Rice


      William Stratton

Senior High Camp (Lake Louise), Boyne Falls, MI

Matt Friedrick 

               Kyle Hahn

Ethan Rice

Christians in Extreme Action,               Dowling, MI Jacob Adams
Week of Wonder,                                  Dowling, MI

Alissa Adams


           Noah Ragsdale
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“PRAYERS & SQUARES” QUILT GROUP

If you would like to request a prayer quilt, please contact Julia Rice at 463-3814. 
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“Dear friends at Alma United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for the prayer quilt.  It means so much to us that each of you took a moment to say a prayer for our son.  We are hopeful they will find a cure for SMA soon!

                                                                         Love, 

                                 TJ, Jason, Lily & Ben Grindle”

“Church Family,

Thank you so much for the prayer quilt.  It is beautiful.  Also, thank you for all the cards, prayers and birthday wishes.  So sorry about the May basket cookies, but I hope to resume my cookie duty soon!






    Aud Shook”

 “Dear Quilting Club,

I can’t tell you how nice it was to receive such an amazing gift.  I was so surprised when Karly and Ryan showed up with a prayer quilt for me.  Your prayers are definitely working as I’m getting stronger everyday.  I feel so blessed to be the recipient of such a heartfelt gift.  Thank you for all the time and love that was put into the quilt.  I will treasure it forever.






  Taylor Cole”

“Dear Members and Friends of Alma United Methodist Church,

Thank you for the beautiful pieced quilt made by people in the Prayers and Squares quilt group and the gift card completely covered by so many of your names as you tied.  It was great to see so many of the names of old friends and those of new friends. I certainly do appreciate your good wishes and I can appreciate the kind of care with which it was assembled.  My favorite colors!  Thanks again!  

      Sincerely,

       Virginia Wishart”

“Dear Prayer Quilt Ministry Team,

It was truly a delightful and thoughtful surprise to receive the beautiful quilt you made.  Thank you so very much.  It really is a wonderful and meaningful ministry.

So many familiar names brought back so many special memories of the time we were with you.  Pat & I send our very best wishes to Pastor Phil and Gail, and to your wonderful congregation.

                                                      Blessings Always,

                                                         Chuck” (Grauer) 

“To Alma Methodist Church family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilts you made for my daughter Cori and me.  We appreciate the love and prayers put into them.  We will definitely get a lot of use out of them for many years.  Thank you to Barb Prikasky and husband Stuart that delivered the quilt to my house.  

God Bless every one of you for your time and hard work and dedication to such a loving act of giving to others.

                                                              Cori Zastrow

                                                                Ann Hamp”

“Thank you all so much for the beautiful quilt. I know a lot of work & prayers went in to it.  Eunice (Sangster) has gone to be with the Lord.  My family will cherish this quilt and keep you all in our prayers.

God Bless you all.

                                             Ken Sangster & family”
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Denise Bawtinheimer, Tom & Tracey Birdsall, Wilma Brown, Kimberly Day, Tony Emery, Gordon Holbein, Zoe Hedrick and family, John Lang, Stephanie Lion, Joyce Marcy, Kali Pung, Joy Roberson, Tori Rogers, Aud Shook, Doris Snell, Art Stewart, Bud Zerbe.
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FOR YOUR HELP!



We hope you are enjoying your summer break!  

Sunday School will  kicking-off on Sunday, September 12th!  Be watching for the list of teachers 

and room locations!

African Children's Choir Sponsorship     
This year, our AUMC Sunday school classes continued to sponsor two teenage children from Africa through weekly Sunday school offerings.  Daniel and Clara both sang with the African Children's Choir as youngsters and are now honor students at Christian secondary schools in Africa.   Please include Daniel and Clara in your prayers.  To help meet our year round sponsorship commitment of $25/month per student, please continue your support for these children during the summer by placing your offering marked, “Daniel and Clara--African Children Sponsorship" in the offering plate.  Thank you!  
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The Evangelism Committee has purchased several new and slightly used Bibles and Study Bibles.  They are available for you or for anyone you know who would like to have a newer translation, or have a study Bible.  There is no charge for these Bibles!  We believe one of the most important tools for living as faithful Christians today is to have a Bible that we can easily read and understand.  The New International Version (NIV) and the New Living Translation (NLT) are two translations that present God’s word in a clear and concise manner.

The Bibles are located in the bookcase in the parlor.  An envelope and brief message is provided with each Bible in case the recipient would like to make a donation to help offset the cost of providing more Bibles for others.

PLEASE TAKE A BIBLE FOR YOURSELF OR A FRIEND AND DIG INTO GOD’S WORD!
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POWER in the Blood!




BLOOD DRIVE
East Superior Christian Church

605 E. Superior St., Alma

When:  Tuesday, August 3, 2010

1:00 pm – 6:45 pm

APPERARING LIVE – FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY!

The Flat River Big Band

at the

Crystal Sailing Club

1120 N. Shore Dr., Crystal, MI

Saturday, August 14th, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.

For ticket information, contact:

 Lowell Boyer 989-463-1438

[image: image24.wmf]“Alma Methodist Church,

Thank you for your food donation for the Salvation Army Food Pantry.  Your donation is greatly appreciated.

                                  In God’s Love,

The Salvation Army

                         Major Allen & Capt. Karen Hanton”
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Don’t forget to put “The Pantry” on your shopping list this week.  See how many items you can buy for a $1.00, $3.00 or $5.00! We will try to deliver to the Salvation Army every couple of months.
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this fun snack, be
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What you need:
Small cups
Milk

Food coloring

Clean artist brush
Slice of bread

Toaster or toaster oven
Butter (optional)

What you do:

1. Decide how many colors
you want to use, and set
aside one cup for each
color.

2. Pour about 1/4 cup of milk
into each cup.

3. Add drops of food coloring
until you get a bright color.

4. Using a brush, painta
picture or write words
(such as a Bible verse) on
the slice of bread. Make
sure not to get the bread
too soaked.

5. When you’re finished
painting, toast your bread.
You can top it with a bit
of butter. Enjoy!
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Jesus knew that people would starve without physical bread to eat and water to
drink. But he also knew they would die spiritually if they weren’t fed by him.

Find and circle all the words horizontally. Then, starting on the top line and moving
across from left to right, read John 6:35 (NIV) and write the Bible verse on the dashes.
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COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
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If you would like to honor a loved one by providing flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at 463-4305.
Another way to remember or honor your loved one is to help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa.  Our congregation has been supporting this vital mission ministry for a few years.  Call the church office (463-4305) and tell us of your choice. The cost is $15.00 per Sunday. The name(s) of the ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in the bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES

Wed. noon:  All items for the (weekly) Messenger and Bulletin.

the 15thof month: Deadline for all items for

the (monthly) Ambassador.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  If you have needs outside this schedule please feel free to call the parsonage at 463-1485 or contact Pastor Phil Friedrick directly at 763-0900.

NEED A VISIT?  LET US KNOW!
If you or someone you know is ill, hospitalized, in crisis, or in need of pastoral care of any kind, please notify either the church office at 463-4305 or Pastor Phil at 463-1485.

USED INK CARTRIDGES

Did you know that if you bring your used ink cartridge to the church and put them in the specially marked box in the front narthex, Youth for Christ can turn them in for recycling and use the money towards their youth programs?!!  This is certainly a way we can all help with Youth for Christ!  

TV CHANNEL 99 SCHEDULE 

AUMC has begun video-taping of the service on Sunday mornings.  The following is a schedule of the days you can watch it the following week.

· Sunday’s @ 1:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

· Tuesday’s @ 7 p.m.

· Thursday’s 4:00 p.m.

· Friday’s @ 9:00 p.m.

REMINDER . . . FREE MONEY!!!


Our church is enrolled with www.goodsearch.com.  This website has pledged to donate one cent for each web search that is conducted through their site.  Also, the site has arranged additional donations if you shop online.  Type in www.goodsearch.com and list Alma United Methodist Church in the line where it asks “Who do you search for?”  Each and every search you do will earn money for the church.

If you are shopping, just click on the “Who do you goodshop for?” icon which will open up a screen with icons for many stores.  Each of those stores will rebate a percentage to our church.  The ebay icon says 25-37%.

Think goodsearch when you need to do an internet search and help raise money for the church.  You can make goodsearch your home page for the internet.  Just follow the instructions on the website.
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LIBRARY NEWS

We are updating our library!  If you have any suggestions of books you would like to see, or perhaps you have some books you would like to donate, please contact Marlea Ragsdale at 517-410-7761 or mjr1963@cmsinter.net.   We will have a card catalog system, as well as have a complete listing available to e-mail to anybody who may be interested.  We are also interested in getting some books on CD as well. 

HELP WANTED:  Please check your schedules and see which of these dates you’re going to be home.  Then, contact Pat and tell her “I’m

available!”  Thank you for being willing to serve God in this ministry.

	Date
	Ushers
	Fellowship Host

	Aug. 1
	
	

	Aug. 8
	
	

	Aug. 15
	
	

	Aug. 22
	
	

	Aug. 29
	
	


If you can help with being an usher or as fellowship hosts/hostess, please call Pat Grant at 463-3482 or the church office at 463-4305.

SPECIAL DATES           
August
 
Aug. 2-6
Gratiot County Fair 



for Youth

Aug. 13-14
Relay for Life 

Aug. 25
UMM Steak Fry


September





Sept. 3-6
Family Camp

Sept. 6
Labor Day; 

Office Closed

Sept. 7
School Starts

Sept. 8
WNA begins; 

Divorce Care begins

Sept. 12
Sunday School Rally Day

Sept. 18
Habitat for Humanity 


Bike-a-thon
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August

Aug. 2
Marilyn Smith

Aug. 8

Peggy Bovee

Aug. 10
Edna Walling

Aug. 18
Wilma Brown

September

Sept. 1
Marilyn Mellinger

Sept. 2
Leona Harrell

Sept. 11
Joyce Darmody
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 SCRIPTURE READINGS
August

August 1   10th Sunday after Pentecost

Hosea 11:1-11;  Psalm 107: 1-9, 43 (UMH 830); 

Colossians 3:1-11;  Luke 12:13-21

August 8   11th Sunday after Pentecost   

Isaiah 1:1,10-20;  Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783); 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;  Luke 12:32-40

August 15   12th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 5:1-7;  Psalm 80:1-2,, 8-19 (UMH 801);  

Hebrews 11:29-12:2;  Luke 12:49-56

August 22   13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 1:4-10;  Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794);  Hebrews 12:18-29;  Luke 13:10-17

August 29   14th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 2:4-13;  Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803);

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16;  Luke 14:7-14

September

September 5   15th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 18:1-11;  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

(UMH 854); Philemon 1-21;  Luke 14:25-33

September 12   16th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28;  Psalm 14 (UMH 746); 

I Timothy 1:12-17;  Luke 15:1-10

September 19   17th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1;  Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 

(UMH 741);  I Timothy 2:1-7;  Luke 16:1-13

September 26   18th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15;  Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810);  I Timothy 6:6-9; Luke 16: 19-31

MOVIE-MAKERS, TAKE NOTICE

Ted Baehr, a Christian who monitors moral content in media, discovered that films containing a strong moral and ethical worldview make more money than films that don’t.  On average, films that reflect Christian faith and values averaged $75.6 million, while those with lover standards recouped only $26.9 million.

Considering that 76 percent of Americans identify themselves as Christians, movie-makers would do well to lift up such values as honesty, truthfulness, justice and love of God and neighbor.  And we would do well to support these efforts.
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“Worship in the Park”

(the park beside the library)

9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Memorial Day Weekend (May 30)

through

Labor Day Weekend (September 5)

*In case of inclement weather, we will meet in the sanctuary.
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