  THE MESSENGER

Alma United Methodist Church

Church website:  www.almaumc.com
501 Gratiot   •  Alma    (989) 463-4305

office@almaumc.com   pastorphil@almaumc.com
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

July 31, 2011

Whether you’re visiting for the first time or have been coming here all you’re life, we hope your time of worship and fellowship is a blessing.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Worship Service
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for the residents [image: image5.png]‘Wanted
Baby Bottles! -



of Warwick Living Center

Today, July 31st

2:00 p.m.

     Volunteers need to arrive at 1:45 p.m.

If you can help, call Mike Brodbeck at 463-2648

“Life is short and we have never too much time for gladdening the hearts of those who are traveling the …journey with us.  O be swift to love, make haste to be kind!”

-Henri Frederic Amiel
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IT’S SOFTBALL TIME!

The softball field is at the St. Louis Church of Christ on M-46, just west of St. Louis.  Please come out and support our team!  For more information contact Ray Francis.
Mon.     Aug. 1    6:30 pm

Thurs.   Aug. 11   6:30 pm
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“Good Company”

A Respite Program for Adults

Good Company is a social respite program designed to be a place a person will enjoy visiting while their spouse or other caregiver tends to scheduled activities and appointments.

· Program is available Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

    from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

· Lunch is provided at no cost

· Activities designed to stimulate mental functioning and physical abilities

· Explore new hobbies and recreation

Do you have a loved one or know a neighbor that would benefit from a program like this?  Help spread the word about this new service!
For more information contact First Presbyterian Church at 463-2940!

Evening in the Park 2011

August 2   7 pm   Singing the Stories of the Saginaw Valley
Come and meet Chippewa Nature Center’s Dennis Pilaske for an up-tempo music program filled with fun and informative songs about the animals, plants and the history of the Saginaw Valley.  You are invited to sing along, dance or just tap your toes.  A rain or shine event for the whole family, it’s another first for the series with Pilaske and its location in Gratiot County’s Reed Park, North Star.
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Read thru the Bible in 1 year with others from AUMC

Readings for the week of July 31– August 7

31 2 Chronicles 29:1-36
Romans 14:1-23
Psalm 24:1-10; Proverbs 20:12 

AUGUST

01 2 Chronicles 30:1-31:21
Romans 15:1-22
Psalm 25:1-15; Proverbs 20:13-15 

02  2 Chronicles 32:1-33:13
Romans 15:23-16:9
Psalm 25:16-22; Proverbs 20:16-18

03  2 Chronicles 33:14-34:33
Romans 16:10-27
Psalm 26:1-12; Proverbs 20:19 

04  2 Chronicles 35:1-36:23
1 Corinthians 1:1-17
Psalm 27:1-6; Proverbs 20:20-21

 05  Ezra 1:1-2:70
1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5
Psalm 27:7-14; Proverbs 20:22-23 

06  Ezra 3:1-4:23
1 Corinthians 2:6-3:4
Psalm 28:1-9; Proverbs 20:24-25

07  Ezra 4:24-6:22
1 Corinthians 3:5-23
Psalm 29:1-11; Proverbs 20:26-27 

ALMA SCHOOLS ALUMNI GROUP

presents

8th ALL CLASS REUNION WEEKEND!

Friday, August 19      6:00 pm

Pig-Roast Dinner

Youth for Christ Center, Cheesman Rd., Alma

$6.00 per person

Saturday, August 20       10:30 am

All Alumni Golf Outing

Pine River Country Club, Alma

Sunday, August 21

Alumni Picnic at Wright Park

Arrive early for a hot breakfast!  

Hot Sandwiches & Cold Beverages Available Later

BYO Folding Chair and Sunscreen

“Dear Donna & Prayer Quilt Ministry Team,

During the thirteen years that I have volunteered (Ingham Regional Hospital)

I have had many expressions of appreciation, but NEVER had such a beautiful expression of concern and care returned to me.  The quilt is beautiful, but the “knots of love and prayers” are more than special.  All of the signatures are just a very special way of knowing how Christians can and should uphold each other during trying times.  I will cherish this and share the love with the other members of our family.

We did lose our daughter on Thursday, July 21, at 9:00 pm…exactly one month to the day that she had been diagnosed.  We will miss her greatly, just like her brother who died on March 17 this year, but we know that she was a Christian and is in a better place.

Thank you all again for this special expression of prayer and love.

                                                                                       With love and prayers,

                                                                                      David & Martha Smart”
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 at Lakeview Campground

Come spend the day on Sunday, Sept. 4th!

Swim, go for a boat or paddleboat ride, or just plain relax in the sun.  Potluck dinner @ 5:30 p.m.  at our church campsite.

Directions:  M-46 W to Hillman Rd. North on Hillman to Cutler Rd. Campground on the right side.  Go to the stop sign inside the campground.  Our campsites are across from the pavilion and the camp office . Contact Renee Hahn for more information.  (989)620-4317.
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The Chancel Choir sings regularly at our Celebration worship service and for special services during the holidays.  We welcome singers of all experience levels.  We sing, we learn, and we grow together musically and spiritually.  Participation in this choir is a unique opportunity for music ministry, fun & fellowship.

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday Aug. 31 at 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. in the church music room. Childcare will be available.  For more information contact Renee Hahn. Email:  renee@almaumc.com or cell phone 620-4317.
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If you still have a bottle from the recent Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign, please return it to the church!  It helps us keep our cost down.

                                                    Thank you,

                                            Pregnancy Services
[image: image10.wmf]PRAYERS AND SQUARES:  Prayer Quilt Ministry

If you would like to request a Prayer Quilt for someone in special need of our congregation's prayers, you may call Julia Rice at 463-3814 or e-mail her at juliapr@charter.net.

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE PERSONS IN YOUR PRAYERS

Wilma Brown

Joy Roberson
Joyce Marcy
Zoe Hedrick and family 
Gordon Holbein

Grace Humphrey



Sharon Bruce

Pat Turner




Doris Snell 



Virginia Wishart

Denise Bawtinheimer 
Isaac Hustin



Kay Crispin

Rev. Chuck Grauer

Aud Shook

Joe & Madalin Zigray

Ron Wolven
Bob Moore




Cindy VanHorn & family
Suzanne Gibson

Gavyn Hug-infant, cancer

Cindy Austin

Connie Mellinger

Tim Roslund



Nada Fleury

Viola Brink

Faith Marshall



Renee Hahn 

Jerry Rogers
Jim Hicks




Brandon Hahn

Brad Lang, Marine injured in Afghanistan last week

Todd Lay, friend of Gary Shirely’s, in a coma following a bad auto accident

Ann Hamp, friend of Barb Prikasky, cancer

Tricia Prikasky, daughter-in-law of Barb Prikasky; auto accident 

Tammy Myers, Shirley Smith’s daughter 

Danny (36 yr. old nephew), Dan Brenner (brother) and Carlene Verwey; relatives of Richard Brenner’s with health issues

14 year old granddaughter of Pastor George Showers

Douglas Day, (brother of Ann Ames) surgery for possible cancer

Kimberly Powless, cousin of Tracie Massar; cancer treatments

Herb Kimble, friend of Gary Shirely, undergoing chemo treatments

Carol & Brian Shuler, friends of Renee Hahn; health issues 

Baby Ben, SMA Type I

Daniel Bendele, 8 yr. old cousin of Brandon Bendele

Irene Mingle and daughter, Shayla  

Erma & Sam Conn, friends of Jerry & Donna Rogers; health issues

Tom & Tracey Birdsall, health issues (sister ‘n brother-in-law of Renee Hahn) 
Tori Rogers, great-granddaughter of Jerry & Donna Rogers

Please pray that the non-custodial parent of a couple of our church children will have a change of heart and come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Bud Zerbe, father of Dave Zerbe.

Our Nation’s Leaders, those in the Armed Forces and leaders around the world.

OTHER PRAYERS

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS

August 14 and August 21 are available if you are interested in providing flowers in memory of or in honor of someone.  Another way to remember or honor your loved one is to help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa. Our congregation has been supporting this vital mission ministry for a few years.  The cost is $15.00 per Sunday and the name(s) of the ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in the Bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.  

If you choose to have fresh flowers, please feel free to take the flower arrangement home with you after the 2nd service.  Please call the church office (463-4305) if you would like to participate in this ministry.  

LAST WEEK BY THE NUMBERS – July 24, 2011

Financial Receipts:
$4,064.00   
Some Financial Highlights:


Unified Giving

$2,703.00



Elevator

$300.00*



Loose Offering 

$14.00


Church Family Relief

$50.00


Youth Work Camp

$210.00


VBS Meals

$441.50


Prison Ministry

$30.00


VBS


$50.00



Misc.

$265.50

 *Our designated giving to make our loan payment for our elevator/entryway

needs to average approximately $300 per week. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY –August 7, 2011 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28;  Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b (UMH 828)
Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33

Bring your Bibles and follow along as the Scripture is read.

OUR WEEK TOGETHER

Today



9:00 a.m.
Early Worship in the Park


10:00 a.m.
Celebration Worship Service in Sanctuary


11:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Service in the park

Monday



6:30 p.m.
God’s Sightings Bible Study 


6:30 p.m.
AA Support Group Meeting


6:30 p.m.
Softball game


7:15 p.m.
4th Day Meeting

Tuesday


Wednesday 


6:30 p.m.
AA Support Group Meeting

Thursday


5:30 p.m.
“Biggest Loser” Weight Loss meeting


7:00 p.m.
Al Anon

Friday

Boy Scout Lock-In
Saturday



7:30 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast @ The Main Café


12:00 p.m.
AA Support Group meeting


6:00 p.m.
Prayer Service in Sanctuary 

Next Sunday 


9:00 a.m.
Early Worship in the Park


10:00 a.m.
Celebration Worship Service in Sanctuary


11:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Service in the park[image: image3.png]















